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2026 Candidate Questionnaire 
U.S. Senate
Candidate Name: _____________________________________________________________
Campaign Address: ____________________________________________________________
E-mail Address: _______________________________________________________________
Office for which you are running: _________________________________________________
Date of Primary Election: _____________ Date of General/Special Election: _______________
Campaign Manager: ___________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________ ____________ Fax: ______________________________________
E-mail Address: _____________________ Website: __________________________________
Social Media: _________________________________________________________________
Progressive Democrats of America (PDA) was founded in 2004 to transform the Democratic Party and our country. We seek to build a party and government controlled by citizens, not corporate elites—with policies that serve the broad public interest, not just private interests. As a grassroots federal PAC, PDA operates inside the Democratic Party, and outside in movements for peace and justice.
The Congressional Progressive Caucus
Do you pledge, if elected to this office, to immediately join the Congressional Progressive Caucus or to help start a Senate branch of the CPC?
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)

	
Lobbyist
Do you pledge, if elected to this office, to NOT become a paid lobbyist for 5 years after you leave Congress?
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
	
	
PDA Issues
PDA focuses on fundamental issues of concern to voters. The questions are grouped, but all issues are equally important. Your answers to the questions below will be used to help determine whether to endorse you in the race for the nomination for this office.
Notice to Candidate
The questions below refer to legislation introduced by bill number in the 118th and 119th sessions of Congress. Unless noted, bill numbers refer to the 119th Congress. By checking YES as your answer, you pledge that, if elected, you will immediately cosponsor the reintroduced version of these bills in the 120th Congress.

Healthcare
Millions of Americans have no reliable access to healthcare and millions more have inadequate or overly expensive coverage. Despite spending twice as much as other developed nations on healthcare, our system performs poorly. Private U.S. insurance gatekeepers soak up one-third of expenditures. Pharmaceutical interests overcharge Americans by avoiding price competition.
S.1506:	Medicare for All Act
Sponsor: 	Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT)		15 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.1450:	Cutting Medicare Prescription Drug Prices in Half Act 
Sponsor: 	Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT)   (118th Congress)
Status:		Died in committee. Some provisions were included in the Inflation Reduction Act. Would you support/sponsor comparable legislation in the 120th Congress?
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.2823:	 FAMILY Act
Sponsor: 	Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY)		38 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
War and Peace/Foreign Policy
Terrorism should be treated as a crime, not as a pretext for war and global military expansion. Nuclear weapons are too dangerous to serve the strategic interests of any country and must be abolished. Initiatives to promote peace, disarmament, and the rule of international law will allow the U.S. military budget to return to the 1998 peacetime level. We must bring our troops home to their families and redirect wasteful military spending to reinvest in America. We respect the rule of international law and the self-determination of sovereign peoples.
Do you support, and would you pledge to author and introduce legislation in the Senate identical to the current House of Representatives bill as shown below:
H.R.1111: 	Department of Peacebuilding Act of 2025
Sponsor:	Rep. Ilhan Omar (D, MN-5)
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.316:		A bill to repeal the authorizations for use of military force against Iraq
Sponsor: 	Sen. Tim Kaine (D-VA)	  (118th Congress)
Status: Passed the Senate on March 29, 2023, with a vote of 66-30; died in the House; not yet reintroduced to Senate. Would you support/sponsor comparable legislation in the 120th Congress?
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Do you support, and would you pledge to author and introduce legislation in the Senate identical to the former House of Representatives bill as shown below:
H.R.3103	 Defending the Human Rights of Palestinian Children and Families Living Under Israeli Military Occupation Act
Sponsor: 	Rep. Betty McCollum (D, MN-4)   (118th Congress)
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		
Do you support, and would you pledge to author and introduce legislation in the Senate identical to the current House of Representatives bill as shown below:
H.R.3565        Block the Bombs Act
Sponsor:         Rep. Delia Ramirez (D, IL-03)

Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Climate Emergency/The Environment
Environmental degradation and global warming/climate change threaten human civilization, constituting a climate emergency. Science conclusively demonstrates that global warming results from human activity. Greed and corporate power dominate U.S. policy, imposing a nearsighted focus on short-term profits instead of serving the welfare of future generations of Americans.
S.Res.318 	Recognizing that climate change poses a growing threat to public health and necessitates coordinated action to mitigate its impacts and safeguard the health and well-being of all people in the United States.
Sponsor:	Sen. Ed Markey (D-MA)	4 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Do you support, and would you pledge to author and introduce legislation in the Senate identical to the current House of Representatives bill as shown below:
H.R.383 	End Oil and Gas Tax Subsidies Act of 2025
Sponsor:	Rep. Sean Casten	(D, IL-6)	15 cosponsors as of 8/2/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Most funding for development of a national high-speed rail network was cut from the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022. Would you be willing to sponsor or cosponsor stand-alone legislation to achieve a national system of high-speed passenger rail lines?
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)

	
Election Integrity and Reform
Big-money domination threatens our election system. Incumbents are unfairly insulated by district gerrymandering. Voters face political and racial obstacles to voting and getting their votes counted. Digital voting systems and internet voting are vulnerable to error and manipulation and defy verification. Only an auditable paper ballot can protect our right to vote.
Do you support, and would you pledge to author and introduce legislation in the Senate identical to the current House of Representatives bill as shown below:
[bookmark: _Hlk146858384]H.R.14		John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2025
Sponsor: 	Rep. Terri Sewell (D, AL-07)	216 cosponsors as of 8/2/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Economic and Social Justice
The enormous wealth disparity between the top 1 percent and the rest of America is an unsustainable economic and social injustice. PDA supports an economic recovery that employs all those willing and able, that houses all those needing shelter, and that imposes the cost based on the ability to pay.
S.1332:	Raise the Wage Act of 2023
Sponsor: 	Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT)			33 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.1531: 	Assault Weapons Ban of 2025
Sponsor: 	Sen. Adam Schiff (D-CA)	42 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.852:		Richard L. Trumka Protecting the Right to Organize Act of 2023
Sponsor: 	Sen. Bernard Sanders (I-VT)			45 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.1990: 	Tax on Wall Street Speculation Act
Sponsor: 	Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT)   (118th Congress)
Status: 	Died in committee; not yet reintroduced in 119th Congress. Would you support/sponsor comparable legislation in the 120th Congress?
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Do you support, and would you pledge to author and introduce legislation in the Senate identical to the current House of Representatives bill as shown below:
H.R.3971	To enhance the rights of domestic employees, and for other purposes.
Sponsor:	Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D, WA-07)	112 cosponsors as of 8/2/2025

Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.770: 		Social Security Expansion Act
Sponsor: 	Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT)		10 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Emergency Aid for Natural Disasters
The climate change-intensified natural disasters of recent years have laid bare the federal government’s responses as both politicized and racist. How would you identify and legislatively fix underlying structural flaws in federal disaster relief and preparedness funding to ensure more timely, equitable, and effective federal responses to future events? (No more than 250 words)
	
	



Corporate Rule
Big corporations and banks dominate our political process, spending billions to lobby for programs against the public interest, and to privatize public services for profit. This influence erodes the middle class, destroys vital services, increases poverty, and undermines our nation. Congress must work to return our government to the people, improve services, stand up to corporate lobbyists, and stop the privatization of public services. We need a Constitutional Amendment to establish that corporations are not people and that money does not equal speech. 
S.1323: 	Secure and Fair Enforcement (SAFE) Banking Act of 2023
Sponsor: 	Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR)
Status: 	Died in committee; not yet reintroduced in 119th Congress. Would you support/sponsor comparable legislation in the 120th Congress?
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Do you support, and would you pledge to author and introduce legislation in the Senate identical to the current House of Representatives bill as shown below:
[bookmark: _Hlk144725504]H.J.Res.54	Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States providing that the rights protected and extended by the Constitution are the rights of natural persons only
Sponsor: Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D, WA-07)	61 cosponsors as of 8/2/2025

Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Mass Incarceration/Criminal Justice Reform
The United States houses 25 percent of the world's inmates despite having only 5 percent of the world's population. The prison industrial complex has a vested interest in keeping people locked up, and the growth of private, for-profit prisons has placed incarceration beyond public view. Administration of justice system is prejudiced against the poor and minorities.
S.4991 	George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2024 [118th Congress]
Sponsor:	Sen. Cory Booker
Status: 	Died in committee; not yet reintroduced in 119th Congress. Would you support/sponsor comparable legislation in the 120th Congress?

Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Equality/Equity Issues
The belief in equality, including religious equality, is a part of the founding documents of our nation and an important part of our national identity. Equality still has not been achieved by most groups in this country. We hope and expect that our endorsed candidates will sponsor, co-sponsor, and/or support legislation that furthers the reach of equity to any and all groups seeking equal status.
S.Con.Res.14: 	A concurrent resolution urging the establishment of a United States Commission on Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation
Sponsor: 	Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ)		7 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.40: 		Commission to Study Reparation Proposals for African Americans Act
Sponsor: 	Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ)		19 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.J.Res.4: 	Removing the deadline for the ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment
Sponsor: 	Sen. Benjamin Cardin (D-MD)		(118th Congress)
Status: 	Died in committee; not yet reintroduced in 119th Congress. Would you support/sponsor comparable legislation in the 120th Congress?
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.1115: 	Paycheck Fairness Act
Sponsor: 	Rep. Patty Murray (D-WA)		46 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.1503: 	The Equality Act 
Sponsor: 	Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR)		46 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Immigration
We strongly support Comprehensive Immigration Reform that promotes fairness, equality, labor rights, family unification, integration, a program for legal residency, and a path to citizenship for all undocumented immigrants living in the U.S.
S.365 		Dream Act of 2023 (118th Congress)
Sponsor: 	Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL)  (118th Congress)
Status: 	Died in committee; not yet reintroduced in 119th Congress. Would you support/sponsor comparable legislation in the 120th Congress?
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
	
	
S.1208: 	Dignity for Detained Immigrants Act of 2023
Sponsor: 	Sen. Cory Booker (DNJ)   (118th Congress)
Status: 	Died in committee; not yet reintroduced in 119th Congress. Would you support/sponsor comparable legislation in the 120th Congress?
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
Higher Education
U.S education beyond K-12 is unaffordable for a majority of Americans. Securitization of student debt has placed students at the mercy of corporate predators. Minorities are denied equal access to education. Our education system must be accessible and affordable to all. 
S.1832: 	College for All Act of 2025
Sponsor: 	Sen. Bernie Sanders		10 cosponsors as of 10/7/2025
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		

		
S.2235: 	Student Loan Debt Relief Act of 2019 (116th Congress)
Sponsor: 	Sen. Elizabeth Warren
Status:		Died in committee. Since the 116th Congress, a number of states have passed student loan borrowers’ bills of rights. Would you sponsor, cosponsor, or support such legislation at the federal level?
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
		
Do you support, and would you pledge to author and introduce legislation in the Senate identical to the recent House of Representatives bill as shown below:
H.R.3448: 	Student Debt Cancellation Act of 2019 
Sponsor: 	Rep. Ilhan Omar   (116th Congress)
Yes              No              Comment?  (50-word limit)
	
	
Hunger, Housing, Healthcare = Human Rights
Do you consider food, housing, and healthcare to be human rights? If so, please explain briefly your proposals to ensure that all people in the United States will be guaranteed these human rights? (100-word limit)
	
	

21st-Century Economic Bill of Rights:
A 21st-Century Economic Bill of Rights will establish that all Americans are entitled to these rights:
1. A useful job that pays a living wage.
2. A voice in the workplace through a union and collective bargaining.
3. Comprehensive quality healthcare.
4. Complete cost-free public education and access to broadband internet.
5. Decent, safe, affordable housing.
6. A clean environment and a healthy planet.
7. A meaningful endowment of resources at birth, and a secure retirement.
8. Sound banking and financial services.
9. An equitable and economically fair justice system
10. Recreation and participation in civic and democratic life.
Do you support PDA’s call for a 21st-Century Economic Bill of Rights?
Yes              No           Comment? (100-word limit) 
	
	

21st-Century Rural New Deal
Here are the ten pillars of PDA's Rural New Deal platform:

1. Rebuild Farm, Forest, and Food Economies
2. Reward Work and Ensure Livable Wages
3. Dismantle Monopolies, Empower and Support Local Business
4. Invest in Community and Regional Infrastructure
5. Re-Build Small Town Centers
6. Cultivate Self-Reliance and Resilience
7. Invest in Rural Healthcare
8. Fully Fund Rural Schools
9. Make Rural and Small Town Housing Affordable
10. Re-Localize Rural and Small Town Banks

Do you support PDA’s call for a 21st-Century Rural New Deal?
Yes              No           Comment? (100-word limit) 
	
	













General Campaign Information

Please provide us with information, in the sections provided below, some information about your campaign:
Your campaign plan with some detail


Your capacity to raise the necessary capital to fund the campaign


Evidence of grassroots support


Your campaign staff in place


____________________________________                                    __________
Signature of Candidate                                                                          Date
Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. We believe that an informed electorate is the greatest assurance of a strong democracy.
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