PDA Endorsement Primer
12/19/2025 for 2026 Cycle
I: US House and Senate ONLY, except for states that allow Federal PACs to get into local races (see VA) or if PDA state chapter has it’s own state PAC (CA/CO, currently). For local/state races elsewhere, use the 501c4, Progressives for Democracy in America. (info@p4da.org) There are 2 levels of potential endorsement: Local, and National. While a local endorsement is almost guaranteed a national endorsement, national reserves the right to refuse national designation.

II. Consider ups and downs to endorsing ANYONE. Does a given candidate look solid, or do they have “implosion” or “skeletons” written on them? Does endorsing a given candidate damage a potentially-productive relationship with other(s)? Other factors…

III: When do you endorse? There are positives and negatives to endorsing early. The safest is waiting until filing period is over. (Prevents the embarrassment of publicly endorsing candidate A, and then a better candidate B gets into the race late.) National figures our folks on the ground know this environment best, but contact national for council any time. info@pdamerica.org. Once you’re comfortable, pick a date/deadline for endorsement, and work backwards.
IV Send out questionnaire(s) with a deadline for return. (THIS DEADLINE VITAL. Give them at least 2 weeks from the day you send.) In a perfect world it is sent to every Democrat running, but this isn’t required if you have evidence that the candidate in question would fail the questionnaire. NOTE: While all of the issues in the questionnaire are important and included with purpose, Expanded and Improved Medicare for All is as close to a “red line” as we get. National has a template questionnaire that locals can add to if they wish. But the approved national questionnaire must be completed in order for a candidate to be considered for NATIONAL endorsement. 

V: Schedule a Local Endorsement Meeting. Can be in person or zoom. Everyone on the PDA list is invited, along with any candidate who returned a questionnaire. Meeting is designed to be totally wrapped in an hour or less, with quick Q and A for each eligible candidate. Everyone in the PDA database for at least 60 days before the meeting is eligible to vote. Vote can take place at the meeting itself, or via online poll, 72 hours in duration. National sets up blasts for invitations to the meeting and polling, and provides a polling mechanism. Threshold for local endorsement: 60% of eligible cast ballots. For races with multiple candidates, if nobody receives the required 60% then a runoff between the two top vote getters held. Same 60% threshold in the runoff. If 60% isn’t achieved, then no endorsement.
VI: Rolling out the Endorsement. Pick a day when you want to send the endorsement to local media. National can provide help, here. (NOTE: Legality of coordinating this with campaign?)
VII. Forward endorsed candidate to National Endorsement Team. (mikefox@pdamerica.org) That body will vote on National Endorsement, and once approved, the candidate will appear here (https://pdamerica.org/endorsements/) and an Act Blue split donation page will be created.
