
                
	

What	is	PDA?	
 
Progressive	Democrats	of	America	was	founded	in	2004	to	transform	
the	Democratic	Party	and	our	country.	We	seek	to	build	a	party	and	
government	controlled	by	citizens,	not	corporate	elites—with	policies	
that	serve	the	broad	public	interest,	not	just	private	interests.	As	a	
grassroots	PAC	operating	inside	the	Democratic	Party,	and	outside	in	
movements	for	peace	and	justice,	PDA	played	a	key	role	in	the	
stunning	electoral	victories	of	November	2006	and	2008.	In	2014,	we	
were	the	first	national	organization	to	endorse	Bernie	Sanders,	and	
our	seminal	Run	Bernie	Run	and	subsequent	We	Want	Bernie	
campaigns	helped	bring	progressive	ideals	to	the	mainstream	in	
American	politics.	In	2018	we	endorsed	and	worked	for	progressive	
candidates	whose	victories	will	shape	the	face	of	Congress	going	
forward.	
Our	inside/outside	strategy	is	guided	by	the	belief	that	a	lasting	
majority	will	require	a	revitalized	Democratic	Party	built	on	firm	
progressive	principles.	
For	over	two	decades,	the	party	declined	as	its	leadership	listened	
more	to	the	voices	of	corporations	than	those	of	Americans.	PDA	
strives	to	rebuild	the	Democratic	Party	from	the	bottom	up—from	
every	congressional	district	to	the	corridors	of	power	in	Washington,	
where	we	work	arm	in	arm	with	the	Congressional	Progressive	
Caucus.		
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Healthcare	Human	Right	
It	is	a	moral	outrage	for	a	country	as	wealthy	as	ours	to	leave	28	million	
people	with	no	reliable	access	to	health	care	and	tens	of	millions	more	with	
inadequate	or	overly	expensive	coverage.	Under	the	Trump	administration,	
that	number	is	rising	because	of	changes	and	criminal	neglect	of	provisions	
in	the	Affordable	Care	Act.		
That	health	care	is	a	basic	human	right	is	not	in	question.	This	human	right	is	
codified	in	international	declarations	to	which	America	has	been	a	signatory	
for	more	than	60	years.	Furthermore,	this	human	rights	concept	lies	at	the	
core	of	every	faith	tradition	that	exists	in	humanity.	We	believe,	in	the	
words	of	health	care	reformer	Tommy	Douglas,	“that	people	are	more	
important	than	profits	and	man	is	more	important	than	money.”	Also,	as	
observed	by	Rev.	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.,	“Of	all	the	forms	of	inequality,	
injustice	in	health	care	is	the	most	shocking	and	inhumane.”		
In	addition,	despite	spending	nearly	twice	as	much	as	other	developed	
nations	on	health	care,	our	system	performs	poorly,	because	the	private	
U.S.	insurance	bureaucracy	soaks	up	as	much	as	one-third	of	all	the	money	
and	pharmaceutical	interests	overburden	America	by	avoiding	price	
competition.	The	real	costs	of	poor	health	and	poor	healthcare	are	human	
death	and	suffering.		
PDA	and	its	allies	support	enhanced	Medicare	for	All	by	replacing	private	
insurers	and	recouping	administrative	savings	amounting	to	hundreds	of	
billions	each	year,	using	those	funds	to	expand	universal	and	equitable	
access	to	a	single	standard	of	high-quality	care	for	all	without	financial	
barriers.	This	publicly	financed	system	would	rely	on	graduated	financing	
and	would	be	privately	and	publicly	delivered	by	healers	and	hospitals.	PDA	
also	supports	health	care	initiatives	at	the	state	and	local	levels	that	move	
toward	the	goal	of	a	non-profit,	unified	health	care	system.	
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