Progressive Democrats of America National Congressional
Endorsement Policy

| General Provisions

A. PDA’s mission is to elect a permanent ProgresSismocratic Majority to Congress, and we encourage
members and chapters to recruit, support, and sagoogressive candidates at the local and stzés &
ensure that progressives build the necessary exmeriand resumes to win congressional elections.

B. PDA National only endorses Democratic candidédegederal office, with our focus on the House of
Representatives, and makes no endorsements indlostdte races. Nor does PDA National impose an
endorsement policy on chapters for races in thhemsafor which no PDA National endorsement is saugh
chapter does make endorsements, PDA has an inteesturing that the endorsement process is figir a
transparent, and that the chapter utilizes prosesdeere applicable and if possible, like Instanhfff
Voting, which we wish to institute as policy foeetions in general. The following endorsement potian be
used as a guideline for establishing a chapterreedtent policy for state and local races, and tiapter
endorsements of federal candidates not seekingfaNRidonal endorsement. Chapters are encouraged to
develop endorsement policies which reflect thelehgks and needs of the individual chapters.

C. The process for obtaining a National Endorserhegtns at the chapter level and is governed by this
policy. In order to ensure that we succeed in lngjé congressional progressive majority, a candidéno has
secured a state or local PDA endorsement by foligule procedures below will be evaluated by thé& PD
Inside the Democratic Party Working Group. The graull assess the candidate’s ability to win hider race
using the following criteria: has a detailed analoleé campaign plan, demonstrates the capacityde tiae
necessary capital to fund the campaign, demonstgagessroots support, has an organized campaigmsta
place, and has in the district an active PDA chapith at least 5 active members.

D. PDA recognizes that in some instances it may b@sasiple for chapters to meet some of the requirésnen
of this policy within the state laws governing eélens. In these cases, PDA requests that the ehaptify the
PDA Inside the Party Action Group of the incongistgies) which prohibits conformity to this polieg soon
as the inconsistency is discovered. The chaptarldhnclude suggested language which would esfalali
procedure to allow the endorsement to move forward.

E. This policy must be adhered to in order to galMiaéional Congressional Endorsement.

Il Eligibility
A. PDA Member Requirements

1. In order to be eligible to vote in a Chapter Endarent Meeting, a person must be:
a. A member in good standing of PDAhat national level (in the national
database) for a minimum of 10 days,
b. A member in good standing of a PDA chapter fori@mum of 10 days, and
c. Aregistered voter within the political bounderifor the race being considered for endorsement.
2. A*member in good standing” means: the memmbeurrent on dues, if such
apply to the chapter, and meets other reasomafierements the chapter may
set.



B. PDA Chapter Requirements

1. In order to hold an Endorsement Meeting, a chaptest:

a. be an established (PDA recognized) chapterddess than
one (1) month, appear on the PDA national webarid,be
participating with the state’s PDA leadership team

b. have at least 5 active members in the Congmeaisiistrict (CD) in which the endorsement is
sought.

2. In order to be eligible to hold an Endorsemepelihg, a chapter must also meet these Congressiona

District (CD) requirements:

a. participate in the PDA national fundraisintpgfby having a chapter fundraising plan which is
appropriate to the socio-economic conditions willeeechapter is located or demonstrate a
commitment to develop the resources to supporetiiersement and future activities.

b. have a minimum of 100 residents in the PDA matialatabase in the CD in which the endorsement

is sought.

D. Candidate Requirements

1. In order to be eligible for a PDA National Ensiement a candidate must:
a. be a member of the Democratic Party runnindherDiemocratic Party ticket,
b. be a member in good standing of PDA at the Matitevel, and involved with the local chapter, and
c. shall provide a written statement or answeis qoestionnaire submitted by the chapter to the

campaign based on PDA's five priority issues.

2. The candidate should support PDA’s goals pen@ to the five priority issues and must pledge t
support the Progressive Agendutp://progressive2008.org/pdf/progressive-agert82dfin
order to receive a national endorsement

1l Notice

A. Meeting Notice

1. Each PDA member who is registered in the PDAonat database and who resides in the Congressional
District in which an endorsement for the U.S. Hoissieeing considered, shall receive no less thageth
(3) weeks’ noticeof a chapter meeting at which a potential endoesgwill be discussed and voted
upon. This notice must also be sent on the sayméoddeld@pdamerica.org and to the CD Point
Person of that Congressional District, where applie, and to the State Coordinator.

2. Failure to notify all members and chapters iwithe Congressional District may result in PDA iNaéal
voiding the process and could result in failurelitain a national endorsement.

3. Endorsement Meetings may be held no later ttwa@® months prior to Election Day.

B. Candidate Questionnaires and Responses

1. Each Democratic candidate running in the Casggomal District where an
endorsement is being considered will be emailedestipnnaire at least 21 days
prior to the Endorsement Meetinghe candidate will be asked to specifically
address his or her positions on PDA’s key issuesidiing any issue of great local importance to the
CD.




2.

A description of the rules for Candidate ity (I1.D.) and the endorsement

voting procedures for endorsement (111.C.4.) dm@rules regarding candidate

responses (this section) shall be included withgtnestionnaire.

The Campaign must return the responses by eondaeé Chapter no later than 7

days priorto the Endorsement Meeting andField@pdamerica.org

Candidate responses must be sent by the claptierassistance from PDA National if necessarg)
email to each PDA member in good standing no ks 5 days prioto the Endorsement Meeting.
Responses may be posted on the chapter's wehsiteyih be posted on the appropriate state page on
pdamerica.org

IV Chapter/CD Endorsement Meeting Procedures

A. General

. Must meet eligibility requirements agetiin Article 1.
. PDA Chapter/CD national endorsements shalinbigeld to Democratic Party candidates for federal

office.

PDA Chapters/CDs reserve the right to endooseandidate

Campaign materials may not be in evidence poidine balloting.

Each candidate or their designee should bdrigg meeting an appropriate number of copiesef th
completed questionnaire for endorsement.

B. Types of Chapter/CD Configurations

1.

2.

3.

A chapter may serve a single CD exclusivelythia case, the chapter has a single Endorsemeetirde

for that congressional race, and the results dafdhapter’s vote will determine the endorsement.

Some chapters serve more than one CD. Thatahmay have as many Endorsement Meetings as CDs
it serves, provided that each CD for which it hadsieeting qualifies pursuant to Article Il Sect®n
Some Chapters serve only part of a CD, with@nmore adjoining chapters also serving that Qs
recommended that those chapters hold a joint Erdwest Meeting to decide the endorsement. If
separate Endorsement Meetings are held, they reugtdnimous in their endorsement of the same
candidate for an endorsement to be considered By Neddional.

Chapters that serve more than one CD (Itean@)part of a CD (Item 3) shall follow the procezkim

Items 2 and 3 as applicable.

C. Meeting Format

1.
2.

3.

A neutral person shall be selected to modénateneeting.

Each candidate shall be given an equal amduime to speak. The moderator may ask clarifying
guestions.

A formal Q&A by audience members will followradidate presentations

D. Voting
1. Balloting will occur only following the presetitans and Q&A by candidates or

their representatives and shall follonsthballoting procedures:
a.0One Candidate -- In cases where only one Democratic Party camelidaseeking an endorsement, the

qualified PDA members in attendance will vote “yes™no” on the question of endorsement, and a
2/3 majority will decide the question.
b. Two Candidates-- In cases where two Democratic Party candidatseeking endorsement for the

same office, the ballot will offer a choice betweba two candidates and “none of the above.” A



candidate receiving 2/3 of the votes of qualifieelhnibers in attendance shall receive the
endorsement.

c. Threeor More Candidates -- In situations where three or more DemocratidyPeandidates are

being considered for endorsement for the sameeoffie meeting shall utilize the “Instant Run Off
Voting” method of election to decide the questi@ualified members in attendance shall rank the
candidates and the “none of the above” option &ir thrder of preference on the ballot. In the event
no candidate receives a majority of the “first dedivotes, the candidate or selection with thetleas
votes is eliminated and the second choices of theechose the eliminated candidate shall be
added to the total votes received by the remaicarglidates. This procedure will be repeated until a
candidate, or the “none of the above” option, ldseved a 2/3 majority, at which time the
endorsement by the chapter(s) shall have beemadietat.

E. Post Voting/Counting the Ballots
1. The ballots shall be counted by at least twmteaf two chapter members and recorded on tallgtshe

a.
b.

C.

The ballots shall be divided equally amongtéaens.

Each team’s ballots shall then be divided aytbe team members, and each team member shall
count the votes and record the tally on a tallyethe

To reconcile, the team members exchange bladiots and recount and re-tally the ballots. If a
discrepancy exists between the two counts, thosetdare passed onto the other team, recounted,
and re-tallied to obtain the correct outcome.

. After the teams, as described in Item 1, ltrepleted counting and tallying, the tally sheeés a

added together to obtain the final outcome of théobng.

. Representatives from each campaign may bemirgsthe counting room to ensure transparency,

but may not touch the ballots or interfere with tloeinting in any way.

The moderator shall announce the results ob#ieting in percentages of
total ballots cast before the meeting adljsu These results may be posted to
the chapter’'s website.

2. The results of the balloting shall be transrditte Field@pdamerica.otgy the

chapter, along with a written article and mgoaph of the candidate

within 72 hours of the Endorsement Meeting.

Challenges

a. The ballots will be maintained and sealed fpeaod of thirty days by the chapter. If therecs
challenge to the outcome, the ballots will be dsstd at the end of the thirty day period.

b. If a challenge exists, the results may be reegand different teams shall recount and re-thly
ballots following the procedures in Section 5.

F. Evaluating Candidate Viability for Allocation of Resources

1. Members of the Inside the Democratic Party WaylGroup will work with endorsing chapters and
National PDA to maximize resources to move endoesgmforward to ensure victory.
a. Membership in this group is open to any adéizdA member, however the member must be

participating in the group for a period of threentiw to participate in the endorsement process. The
PDA Inside the Party Working Group meets the foditlarsday of every month, and the minutes of
each meeting shall be posted on the PDA website.

2. Candidates will be evaluated based oin Wregility, as stated in Article |, Section
D, and on PDA’s capacity to help thedidate win.

3. The Inside the Democratic Party Working Grouf) eantact each chapter with the results and will
forward same to the National Director and the Comigcations Coordinator of PDA. The decision by
the Inside the Democratic Party Working Group n&fi



