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PDA Maryland &' District Chapter
2007 Endorsement Questionnaire
U. S. House of Representative

Return to:
Diane Shamis
Diane@PDAmerica.org

Pleasefill out thisformif you are interested in pursuing an endorsement by PDA
Maryland 4™ District Chapter. We are part of Progressive Democrats of America a
nation- wide grassroots organization of 100,000 members that works inside the
Democratic Party and outside in movements for peace and justice.

Please return this questionnaire by the deadline: ????, 2007.

Altering or deleting the questions on this form may lead to disqualification.

Please note that your answers on this questionnaire may be made public. If you need
additional space to answer questions, please attach additional pagesto the

guestionnaire. If you have any questions regarding this questionnaire, please contact
Diane Shamis

Candidate and Campaign Information:

Candidate Name: Donna Edwards

Address: Physical Address: 3737 Branch Avenue,pleidills, MD 20748
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 441153

City, State, Zip: _Fort Washington, MD 20749-1153
E-mail Address: donna@donnaedwardsforcongmsas

Office for which you are running: Representafor Maryland’s 4 Congressional
District

Date of Election: February'12008

Registered Political Party: Democrat

Campaign Manager:___Adrienne Christian

Phone: _(301) 316 1880 Fax: (301) 316-0116
Campaign Consultant: Phone: Fax:
Campaign Address: 3737 Branch Ave. Temjile, WMaryland 20748
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List endorsements from organizations and/or indigld:

Progressive Democrats of America, SEIU, UFCW L&), Sierra Club, Progressive
Neighbors, Clean Water Action, EMILY's List, Progseve Maryland, League of
Conservation Voters, Association of Community Oigations for Reform Now! PAC,
Friends of the Earth Action PAC, Democracy for Aioay Democracy for Montgomery
County, Progressive Cheverly, National Organizat@mriWomen, Women's Campaign
Forum. | have also been endorsed by Delegates Ashaeboy, Joseline Pena Melnyk,
and Montgomery County Council Member Valerie Ervin.

How would you describe yourself politically (i.eogressive; moderate democrat, etc.)?
Progressive.

List elective or political party offices you haveldl, including committee appointments:
Never held elective or political party office

What is your primary occupation?

Currently, my primary occupation is running for Goass in Maryland’s
Congressional District. 1 am on a leave of absescthe Executive Director of the Arca
Foundation.

Why are you running for Congress? (100 word limit)

| am running for Congress because | believe | sarethe hopes and values that are the
core of the Democratic Party and Marylands@ongressional District - for workers, for
families, for our country. | believe that we needéturn the voices of ordinary people to
the Democratic Party. | want to stand up for wkaight and what is in the best interests

of our district and our country. It's what my pasedid for me, and what | have to do for
my son Jared and his generation.

Issues Specific to Office:

What experiences have prepared you to run for Gssgr

| believe my experience in taking leadership raes wide range of issues throughout
my career have more than sufficiently preparedomen for Congress and to serve in
Congress.

| co-founded and served as the executive directothie National Network to End
Domestic Violence. | received national recognitioheading the fight to pass the
Violence Against Women Act of 1994 that PresideimitGn signed into law. This
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legislation provided comprehensive funding to pdevshelter and services for victims of
domestic violence and their children.

After the House banking scandal, | led effortseform campaign finance and lobbying
and ethics laws first with Public Citizen and tlenthe executive director for the Center
for a New Democracy.

| also created a successful national effort thaddfld pharmaceutical companies to open
markets for generic anti-arthritic medications2003, in my own district, | began a
grassroots campaign against a multi-billion dallavelopment plan in an attempt to
improve the quality of life in existing neighborhix) to protect the natural environment
and to bring quality jobs to the area. | ended tiipging $200 million to the community
while protecting the air, water and local wildlife.

If you receive the endorsement of Progressive Deat®of America, how do you intend
to use it?

| would be proud to receive the endorsement of PD#ould use the endorsement to
mobilize voters and to talk about the top issuesialvhich | am concerned.

Please list the top three issues on which youtaki leadership if elected

Irag War — The war in Iraq is having a tremendous directiadirect impact on the
constituents in our district — In Maryland 71 seemembers have been killed and nearly
400 wounded. Our servicemembers and their famaliesnaking incalculable sacrifices,
including emotional and psychological stress, yjand financial hardship. Moreover,
the increasing number of National Guard units #ratdeployed is jeopardizing our
security at home. More than 1,300 members of taeyMnd National Guard are serving
in Iraq and Afghanistan — depleting our local fistponders and weighing on
Maryland’s families and communities. Current esties project the overall cost of the
war will be $1.45 trillion — already the cost to MEnders is an estimated $8.84 billion -
- $1.19 billion for the # Congressional District. The Iraq War has damaned
credibility in the world and altered our longstamglinternational priorities. Moreover,
the cost of the war has resulted in skewing domstorities as well — leading to cuts in
programs that benefit working families and keepisgrom meeting needs for health
care, Head Start, schools, public safety, domestarity and other priorities.

| believe the best solution at this stage of thetBAdministration’s failed Iraq policy is
an immediate withdrawal of U.S. forces in Iraq.isTtlirection can and must be pursued
in order to prevent further loss of American arafidives. Once in Congress, | will
support legislation calling for immediate withdrdw@ough mechanisms that ensure
troops’ safe and orderly withdrawal from Iraq. Fertmore, | oppose the presence of
permanent U.S. military bases in Irag. The Irapgle, as well as the rest of the region,
will see us as occupiers if we create permanerdgsaé continued U.S. presence will
undermine democratically elected Iraqi leaderstamth into question the sovereignty of
an independent Irag.
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Healthcare — Healthcare costs are skyrocketing and eatingasingly into the budgets

of families throughout our district. Affordabledith care access for all is sound social
and economic policy that needs to be addressed diraedy. | will work toward a
universal, single-payer health care policy thattméee health care needs of the ever-
increasing millions of Americans and the nearly 800 Marylanders who are without
health care and those additional millions who haagequate care. | will work to
prioritize preventative health care delivery, Idlegm care, and equal access to affordable
prescription drugs. In the current system, | wiinwto ensure that all large employers
pay their fair share of their employees’ healtredarorder to be fair to those who
adequately meet employee health care costs.

Environment - | want to lead the fight in Congress to preserve @notect our
environment for future generations by promoting neghnologies for a clean energy
future. The time has come to say “no” to our evemgng reliance on fossil fuels and
“no” to subsidies for outdated, last-century engsgyduction. In the ZiCentury, a
sound environmental policy means good jobs, goaihless, and good policy. Today,
with long-term investments in renewable and clazargy research, development, and
production we can begin to provide real solutianglbbal warming and be the heart of
next economic boom in this country -- facilitatisgrvice and technology markets all
across the globe. The first step towards achiethirggend is to make limits on carbon
emissions mandatory. Voluntary emission standamrelsiat working. If we are serious
about addressing global warming we must creatanahmark of 20 percent reductions of
carbon emission by 2020 and 80 percent reductigriseomiddle of the century. The
next step would be to provide real incentives thustries to end subsidies for carbon
production and use clean technologies to reducel@pendence on fossil fuels. An
increase of car fuel efficiency standards to 40 mspgore than reasonable and would
represent a logical first step towards a future pin@serves our transportation system
while protecting our environment.

Do you agree with Congress’ decision to reauthaheePatriot Act?
Why or why not?

No. | believe it is time to restore the civil righdnd liberties that the current
Administration has infringed upon as opposed tattearizing the Patriot Act. If we ever
hope to mend relationships with foreign countried again be viewed as a moral leader
and fair broker in the world, we must now take inaiaée action to amend this Act. As
executive director of the Arca Foundation, | haae in efforts to use the courts to
challenge provisions of the Patriot Act, the Milit&Commissions Act, and to bring the
United States within the compliance of internatidas. Additionally, | have supported
efforts of civil rights and privacy rights organias to give authority to the courts to
review surveillance warrants under the Foreignlligence Surveillance Act

If elected, which committee(s) would you prefes@ve on and why?

| would prefer to serve on the Ways and Means Cdtae+ Health Subcommittee to
focus on the important priority of providing heal#ine for all Americans.
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Federal Issues:

1) Iraq:

PDA supports an immediate start to a rapid and ¢et@mvithdrawal

from Iraq of all troops and military contractorsdshas championed

legislation that would withhold funding for any ettmilitary purpose

there. In addition, PDA believes that the U.S. nmasise its strategy for

the region by removing these forces from the Mitleasrely, rather than

just "redeploying"” them within the region. PDA adates a shift in U.S. foreign policy
from reckless unilateralism toward cooperation diplomacy--so that people of other
countries know us more by our helping hand thanstugging arm. Furthermore, PDA
supports the redirecting of resources allocatednititary spending to human needs.

Will you pledge to support such immediate and totalithdrawal from Iraqg of the
military forces, including supporting legislation towards this goal?

Yes. | opposed the war in Irag from the beginnbwjieving it to be a foreign policy
mistake and the military quagmire it has becomendtheless, we must act decisively
now so that a political solution can be achievedhbd for Iragis. | will support
legislation to set a firm date to begin withdraaslsoon as possible. The best military
estimates suggest that if we begin today, it woake 9 months to fully withdraw
personnel and equipment from Iraq. This is whglldve we must establish a date
certain and begin withdrawal now. The war in lifaving a tremendous direct and
indirect impact on the constituents in our distddh Maryland 71 servicemembers have
been killed and nearly 400 wounded. Our servicebmmand their families are making
incalculable sacrifices, including emotional angigb®logical stress, injury, and financial
hardship. Moreover, the increasing number of Netidsuard units that are deployed is
jeopardizing our security at home. More than 1,8@0nbers of the Maryland National
Guard are serving in Iraq and Afghanistan — demdetiur local first responders and
weighing on Maryland’s families and communitiesur@nt estimates put the overall
costs of the war at $1.45 trillion — already thetdo Marylanders is an estimated $8.84
billion -- $1.19 billion for the % Congressional District. The Iraq War has damamed
credibility in the world and altered our longstamglinternational priorities. Moreover,
the cost of the war has resulted in skewing domstorities as well — leading to
program cuts that benefit working families and kegmus from meeting needs for health
care, Head Start, schools, public safety, domestarity and other priorities. | believe
one of the most important responsibilities of Casgris the power of the purse.
Therefore, it is Congress’ obligation to use itthauty to stop writing blank checks to
the President for this war.

In addition, will you forswear any preemptive military attacks upon any
nation?

Yes.
Will you commit to fully support investigations into the White House's false

claims justifying the invasion of Iraq, and would you support impeachment of Bush,
Cheney and other administration officials for theseand other high crimes?
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Yes.

Have you participated in or spoken at any events,amonstrations, meetings or
teach-ins opposing the Iraq war and occupation?

Yes. | have participated in several events, detnatmsns and meetings including
protests on the Mall in Washington DC. | havenedpartisan funding of the leading
efforts to oppose the war, including Win Without ¥MMaaq Veterans for Peace, and
Military Families Speak Out.

Have you organized any such events?
Yes. As a volunteer, | organized local coalitibtmsittend anti-war efforts.

2) Health Care:

There are over 46 million uninsured people livingAimerica, the majority of which are
working Americans. Every year, nearly 18,000 peajeunnecessarily as a direct result
of their lack of health insurance. Millions, witlkedith insurance, maintain inadequate,
overly expensive coverage and face the peril ofadenf claims or termination of
benefits if a family member becomes seriouslyalte of the leading causes of
bankruptcy in the U.S. While spending twice as moctihealth care as any other
industrialized country, our system performs poaslyending more money for less
coverage, maximizing profits by finding ways to gexare. The private insurance
bureaucracy expends one-third of health care monayaste, administrative paperwork,
advertising and corporate profits. The current Mark program for senior citizens
spends under 4% of its budget for its overheadscddtanwhile, poor health, escalating
health insurance premiums and spiraling health casés impair our economy and job
creation in the U.S.

PDA has endorsed HR 676, the National Health brsee/"Expanded and Improved
Medicare-for-All" Act. To guarantee comprehensiealth care for all, PDA supports the
replacement of the current profit-driven systenmploly financed, privately provided
health care program. This "Medicare for All" na@bplan would save more than $350
billion per year, enough new money to provide gntged comprehensive health care for
all. This system would insure portable and unifdremefits regardless of income. With

no deductibles or co-pays, this plan would encoaifgventive care and restore a doctor
and patient controlled health care system affordimgice of providers and fair, publicly
negotiated payment for both treatment and medieatio

What is your approach to the health care crisis?

Unavailable and unaffordable healthcare coverageeasof our most pressing challenges
and now, more than ever, there is a necessitye@eicomprehensive, progressive
solutions to address this growing problem. As arBsgntative, | will provide bold
leadership to bring the United States in line veiery other developed nations to ensure
that all Americans have access to affordable, tyuaéalthcare. The first step towards
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accomplishing this goal is to no longer confuseeggive insurance with quality
healthcare and to shift our investments to prevmsetaare in order to reduce the number
of deaths caused by curable diseases. It is algrtaidiscover that chronic diseases,
many of which are preventable, cause 70 percet¢aths in the United States and are
responsible for 75 percent of healthcare spendeyalso must allow states and the
federal government to negotiate prescription dnices. Consumers, not pharmaceutical
companies, should dictate the price of prescriptirgs, especially if we wish to make
the healthcare system accountable for the peopletécts. We cannot allow advertising
and marketing to determine which drugs are appatgfor treatment purpose — that's
the job of independent, individual treating phyaits and medical professionals. | know
firsthand what it is like to not have healthcargerage and | believe, as a member of
Congress, | have the tools and the knowledge toeaddhis problem.

What is your view of Guaranteed Health Care throughan Expanded and Improved
Medicare-for-All system?

| am a strong proponent of comprehensive, quaitgessible and affordable health care
for all — a universal, single-payer healthcareeysor Medicare-for-All system.
Medicare is a proven system — we know it works. n&¥ed to move swiftly toward a
major overhaul of our health care delivery systhat tloes not rely on an insurance
model. In the interim, | would support a plan wsthared financing that doesn’t penalize
the companies that have worked hard to provide gowdrage for their employees. |
grew up in a single-payer system as the daughtemaifitary servicemember. My father
was a Veterans Administration patient — we know howafford quality, comprehensive
healthcare.

If elected, would you support a publicly financedprivately provided national health
care program, which insures access to comprehensitiealth care for all in the U.S.?
Yes.

Would you support a not-for-profit, doctor-patient controlled system which would
eliminate the private health insurance industry (wth protection for eliminated
workers) as the intermediary determining access anthe level of care?

Yes.

Would you support the government's ability to negatte fair prices for treatment as
well as drugs, as it does for those covered by tMeteran's Administration's plan?

Yes.

3) Economic Justice:

The current generation has seen unprecedented lefve€onomic disparity, both among
individuals (the richest 1% of Americans own alm@s% of all wealth; the bottom half,
only 2.5%) and in the ratio of CEO pay to employweges.Thirty-seven million people
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(equal to the population of California) are livimgpoverty in the U.S. These immoral
levels of poverty, which disproportionate impacteounities of color and women, can
be significantly reduced through concerned legistagffort - including a living wage for
all workers, expanded earned income tax crediikjadre assistance and housing
vouchers. Specifically, the federal government nfwi§tl its promise of resources to
Hurricane Katrina survivors so they can returngiouild their communities in the Gulf
Coast.

Tax burdens on the middle class can be eased Wéalthy pay their share. In addition
to working to roll back Bush's tax breaks for thealthy, PDA endorses the Equity in
Income Act, limiting the amount of CEO compensatdiorded federal corporate tax
deductions. In emphatically supporting the workeggit to organize, we also endorse
the Employee Free Choice Act, which establishesnmin any workplace where a
majority of workers sign union cards to join. lIretylobal arena, PDA supports anti-
sweatshop legislation and fair trade agreementshwiriotect workers' rights as well as
the environment, while opposing wage-reducing "frade" agreements that protect only
corporate rights to exploit unprotected labor. P&}$o advocates for humane and
comprehensive immigration reform, which insureaig, faittainable path to citizenship
and the rights of undocumented workers in the wladgy affirming the dignity and
integrity of immigrant families.

What is your position on "Fair Trade" versus "Free Trade" agreements?

| believe that expanding trade agreements likd\VRETA model to dozens of additional
countries in bilateral and regional trade agreemetit only accelerate the loss of U.S.
jobs, while doing little to address poverty andgnality in our trade partners countries. |
believe we need Fair Trade agreements that pretatters in the global marketplace
and ensure that they receive essential service®tikication, healthcare and wages that
allow them to fulfill their responsibilities andakze their dreams. Any trade agreements
must also include environmental, safety and labewdards and strict adherence to
international human rights. Without these protaeti U.S. workers are further
undermined.

Will you have pledge to reverse the tax cuts on thgealthiest Americans?

Yes.

Do you support the right of workers to organize, inany situation?

Yes.

What is your relationship to labor nationally and in your district?

| have worked closely with organized labor for 2k — on healthcare, labor rights,
sweat shops, minimum and living wages and otheess | have received the

endorsements of national and local labor orgaminatin SEIU and UFCW Local 400. |
participated recently in the Smithfield Justice daRally where | joined thousands of
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individuals to show their solidarity with workersthe Smithfield Tar Heel Plant who are
working to unionize.

Do you have union endorsements and supporters in yodistrict?
Yes. | have received the endorsements of SEIU d&@W local 400.
What is your approach to bringing communities "out of poverty"?

The first step towards reducing poverty is makimg minimum wage a living wage.
Working people across the country deserve to b ganlary that will help lift them out
of poverty and into the middle class where theysigpport their family without having
to work multiple jobs. A living wage is a commitntén our values for work, for workers
and for families.

Other policy examples include providing affordab@aising for low-income families so
people can move to neighborhoods with more entrgtlbs and better schools for their
children, strengthening unionization laws, provglguality, affordable healthcare, and
improving our public schools. | would also suppefforts to expand the Earned Income
Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit to make therailable to more low-income
families.

Would you support the legislation of the "out of pawerty" caucus?
Yes.

What efforts would you support to provide meaningfu resources to Katrina
survivors?

| support efforts that provide comprehensive sohgithat seek to rebuild lost
infrastructure in terms of housing development @iredgrowth of small businesses that
were lost after the hurricane.

Do you support comprehensive and humane immigrationeform as outlined above?

Yes.

Have you reached out to immigrant communities and@ocates in your district?

Yes. | participated in the Mid Atlantic Hispanic &hber of Commerce debate and other
activities. | have also received the endorsemgHispanic leader Delegate Joseline
Pena-Melnyk.

4) Clean, Fair, Transparent Elections:

The U.S. election system is in crisis. Not only #re usual corrupting factors of money
and corporate lobbying as rampant as perhaps atimeyin U.S. history, but the new
millennium — along with the fallout from the conties$ 2000 election - have ushered in a
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gualitative change in the conduct of our electio@&nturies of tradition in which
citizens, government officials and Party repredearda oversaw physical evidence of
voter intent have fallen to the rise of the machin€his sea change, from paper to
ephemeral electrons, brings much more than thaegihgemand to trust the invisible: the
move to computers means that 85% of America hasdcedntrol of its elections to third-
party vendors, whose legal claims regarding pregnyesoftware bring corporate control
of the entire voting process. PDA thus supportefaldegislation that would ban the use
of touch-screen (“DRE”) voting machines.

Will you pledge, if elected, to support only votingnethods in which ballots are cast
on paper?

Yes. | am a strong advocate of using paper baNdtsopticalvoting systems to ensure
the elimination of election error and tamperinge&mg a paper trail ensures that every
vote is counted and that there is a concrete, cengmsive record should a recount be
needed.

Do you pledge to support “Clean Money” public finarcing of public elections?

Yes. | do not believe that the only individualatthun for office should be either
independently wealthy or have close ties with sgdanterest groups. In my view,
public funding of elections would result in pubtiolicy that reflects the public interest
and not just corporate special interests.

Would you accept public financing for your current campaign?

Yes. Public financing would reduce significantle timfluence campaign contributors
have on elections and place the emphasis backloatmoters. Public financing
contributes to a fairer election process by helgiagdidates who do not have access to
‘big money’ contributors and by allowing candidatespend more time with voters and
less time at fundraisers.

Do you support the restoration of voting rights topast felony offenders?

Yes.

Do you support same-day voting registration?

Yes.

Would you oppose the onerous requirement of officlgphoto identification before
affording citizens access to the polls?

Yes.

5) Environment/ Global Warming:
No issue reveals more clearly the flaws of the \pditical-economic system than global
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warming - the dominance of greed and corporate pawer the public good, and the
near-sighted focus on the short-term over the weléd future generations. It is known
that the U.S. has the natural resources to powetretttire country solely from clean,
“alternative” sources of power- whether with satails that would require a miniscule
fraction of the California desert, or from wind ures on the Great Plains and in the
Great Lakes. It has also often been said that veel menew Apollo Program for clean
energy (if not Manhattan Project), in which scigncelustry and government would
cooperate on a crash course to produce novel seaudtlimited period. Immediate action
would include raising the auto fuel economy and osg mandatory caps on carbon
pollution while investing in public transportatio@nergy conservation technologies and
alternative energy development--in the processticrg new jobs which pay well.

PDA calls on the Democratic majority in Congressléad boldly in reducing our
country's oil dependence and use of fossil fuels.

Will you pledge to take an uncompromising leaderslipi role on legislation to enact
the enormous changes and sacrifices that will be geired to stem Global Warming?

Yes. Once a member of Congress, one of my firsripigs is to pass legislation to
preserve and protect our environment for futureegaions and to promote new
technologies for a clean energy future. For exanpbd means forget voluntary limits on
carbon emissionsthey don’'t work and we’re in a crisis. It's time $et mandatory
limits on emissions with a goal of 20 percent reituns by 2020 and 80 percent
reductions by the middle of the century.

Will you pledge to enact an Apollo Program for clea energy?

Yes. As | said earlier, | believe that in thé'Zlentury a sound environmental policy
means good jobs, good business, and good polidth [dhg-term investment today,
renewable and clean energy research, developmehpraduction will provide real
solutions to global warming and be the heart ot eewnomic boom in this country.
What kind of personal vehicle do you currently drive? Is it rated ZEV, or PZEV?

Volvo S40 (2006). PZEV.

Finance:
Please estimate your campaign costs:

Primary Election: General Electio

How much money have you raised to date?

Please list independent expenditures that may itnyjzag race:



